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1. Prior knowledge 
Q&A 



Which one of the three schools of Athens in 
Hellenic times seeks to conform with the 
world in order to obtain tranquility and 
peace of mind?

A. Epicureism 
B. Stoicism 
C. Skepticism



Which one of the three schools of Athens in 
Hellenic times doubt every truth, for every 
argument can be proved wrong?

A. Epicureism 
B. Stoicism 
C. Skepticism



 What is the happy life for Epicurus and 
his followers ?

A. A life in which pleasure and pain make us 
feel alive
B. A life in which prevails pain and pleasure is 
minimized
C. A life in which prevails pleasure and pain is 
minimized



Epicurus dist inguished two types of 
pleasure: one inferior and another superior, 
what is the superior pleasure about?
A. It is attained when all desires are fulfilled
B. It is attained when satifying a particualr 
desire or need
C. It is a sort of mental pleasure about 
remembering and anticipating satisfaction of 
desires



What is the lesson Epicurus taught to his 
students about death ?

A. I am afraid like you, but I know that I am
B. Don't be afraid of pain: when death comes, 
you are not.
C. Don't be afraid of pain: death is a pleasure
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2. Middle Ages. 
Philosophy and Culture.



Relevant Philosophers in the Middle Ages 
(5th -15th AD)

The source of medieval theological doctrine was the Bible 
and the Church Fathers. The problem presented to 
medieval thinkers was how to reconcile beliefs from these 
sources with the beliefs and logical arguments derived from 
Plato and Aristotle. 



Relevant philosophers in the Middle Ages 
(5th -15th AD)
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3. Aquinas' Life and 
Relevance



He was born into a noble family who 
resided in southern Italy about halfway 
between Rome and Naples. Aquinas was 
groomed by his family for a career of 
service in the Church. Around age 14 
Aquinas was sent to the University of 
Naples and then to that of Paris. He joined 
the Dominican Order in 1244.

ST. THOMAS AQUINAS
(1225–1274)

Aquinas spent the remainder of his life lecturing and writing. He was an 
astoundingly prolific writer; his works fill some 25 volumes. Although his 
philosophy is considered the official model for Catholic thought, Aquinas 
has influenced Protestant philosophers and other religious thinkers as well. 
Aquinas died at age 49, on his way to attend the Council of Lyons to 
carry out a diplomatic mission.



Aquina's Relevance in Western Philosophy
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4. Aquinas' Theology.
The existence of God



Aquinas' Theology



Aquinas' Arguments for the Existence of God : 
The five ways.



Build better presentations in less time

4. Text from Summa 
Theologica 

(First Cause Argument) 

One version of the cosmological argument is sometimes called the 
“First Cause argument.” It argues that because the world contains 
things whose existence was caused, there necessarily had to be a 
First Cause of the entire series. Aquinas produced a famous version 
of this argument. Actually, he offered five arguments for the existence 
of God (or “the five ways,” as he called them). The argument that is 
based on the notion of causation is his “second way”.



“The second way is from the nature of efficient cause.* In the 
world of sensible things we find there is an order of efficient 
causes. There is no case known (neither is it, indeed, possible) in 
which a thing is found to be the efficient cause of itself; for so it 
would be prior to itself, which is impossible. Now in efficient 
causes it is not possible to go on to infinity, because in all efficient 
causes fo l lowing in order, the f irst i s  the cause of the 
intermediate cause, and the intermediate is the cause of the 
ultimate cause, whether the intermediate cause be several, or one 
only. Now to take away the cause is to take away the effect. 
Therefore, if there be no first cause among efficient causes, there 
will be no ultimate, nor any intermediate, cause. But if in 
efficient causes it is possible to go to infinity, there will be no first 
efficient cause, neither will there be an ultimate effect, nor any 
intermediate efficient causes; all of which is plainly false. 
Therefore it is necessary to admit a first efficient cause, to which 
everyone gives the name of God”. 



The first cause argument that Aquinas uses could be formulated 
in this way:
1. The world contains things whose existence depends upon some 
cause.
2. Everything that exists is either uncaused or caused to exist by 
another.
3. There cannot be an infinite regress of causes.
4. So there must be an uncaused first cause.
5. An uncaused first cause is (in part) what we mean by God.
6. Therefore, God exists.

*When Aquinas uses the term efficient cause, he is speaking about 
one of the four kinds of causes described by Aristotle. Basically, 
“efficient cause” refers to the same thing that we refer to as 
simply a cause. The “first cause” is a cause beyond which there is 
no further cause. It is the original cause that brought about all 
the subsidiary causes and effects. When he refers to the “ultimate 
cause” he is referring to the very last cause in a series that 
actually brings about a certain effect. By “sensible things” he 
simply means physical things, or those things that can be 
perceived by the senses.
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6. Questions for text 
comprehension 



1. According to Aquinas, why a thing cannot be the 
efficient cause of itself?

Because being the 
c a u s e  o f  i t s e l f 
implies to be able to 
create itself from its 
own material and 
w i t h  t h e  s a m e 
ident ity as  to be 
two identical things. 

Answer A Answer B Answer C

Because being the 
c a u s e  o f  i t s e l f 
implies to be prior 
to itself, and it is 
impossible to be and 
not  to  be  a t  the 
s ame  t im e ,  a n d 
that the thing has 
to be prior to its 
existence in order 
to cause itself into 
existence.  

Because being the 
c a u s e  o f  i t s e l f 
imp l i e s  tha t  the 
t h i n g  h a s  t h e 
reproduction power 
and,  in  terms o f 
animals, it means 
that an animal is its 
own  f a t h e r  a n d 
mother. 



2. According to Aquinas, why cannot be there an 
infinity regress of efficient causes? 

Because if there is 
always a cause of 
t h e  c a u s e  a d 
i n f i n i t u m  t h e n 
there is no point in 
reason and science.

Answer A Answer B Answer C
Because there must 
be a last one that is 
the e f f ec t  o f  the 
intermediate as well 
as the latter is the 
effect of the first 
cause. If there is no 
u l t ima t e  e f f e c t s 
neither there would 
be first cause.
 
 

Because there must 
be a first one that 
is the cause of the 
intermediate as well 
as the latter is the 
c a u s e  o f  t h e 
ultimate cause. If 
t h e r e  i s  no  f i r s t 
cause neither there 
would be ultimate 
effects.



3. How does Aquinas say that we name the first 
efficient cause?

He says that it can be 
named God.

Answer A Answer B Answer C
He says that it can be 
named ultimate cause.

He says that it can be 
named intermediary 
cause.



Summary
Relevant philosophers 

of Middle Ages 
Aquinas theology and

the “five ways”



See See you next week

Any questions?

Thanks!
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